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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 1 and 38, the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed 
invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Regarding claims 1 , 1 1 , 1 8, 26, 32, 38, 39, 42, 45, and 46, the word "means" in 
an attempt to use a "means" clause to recite a claim element as a means for performing 
a specified function. However, since no function is specified by the word(s) preceding 
"means," it is impossible to determine the equivalents of the element, as required by 35 
U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph. See Ex parte Klumb, 159 USPQ 694 (Bd. App. 1967). 
Claims 2-10, 12-17, 19-25, 27-31, 40, 41, 43, and 44 are indefinite by virtue of their 
direct on indirect dependency on the above claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-46, as far as tliey are definite, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by GB783881A1. 

In figures 3-7, '388 teaches a device for guiding at least two flow media having 
different pressures, comprising a shaft (not numbered) or similar force-transmitting 
member and a pressure-insulating element such as a housing 7 surrounding the shaft 
or similar, characterized in that areas 14,15,16 which lie next to one another in the 
direction of the axis are defined between the force-transmitting member and the 
pressure-insulating element by means of sealing elements 8,9, wherein at least one of 
the sealing elements is designed to be leakage-free and two areas for fluids having 
different pressures flank an area for an auxiliary liquid and the latter area is subdivided 
by means of a device into two partial areas for two different pressure regions. 

Claims 1-46, as far as they are definite, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Choate (4,561 ,679). 

In figure 1, Choate teaches a device for guiding at least two flow media having 
different pressures, comprising a shaft 16 or similar force-transmitting member and a 
pressure-insulating element such as a housing 10 surrounding the shaft or similar, 
characterized in that areas 25,30 which lie next to one another in the direction of the 
axis are defined between the force-transmitting member 16 and the pressure-insulating 
element by means of sealing elements 24, wherein at least one of the sealing elements 
is designed to be leakage-free and two areas 25,30 for fluids having different pressures 
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flank an area for an auxiliary liquid and the latter area is subdivided by means of a 
device 26 into two partial areas for two different pressure regions. 

Claims 1-46, as far as they are definite,are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Pecht et al. (5,217,233). 

In figures 1 and 2, Pecht et al. teach a device for guiding at least two flow media 
having different pressures, comprising a shaft 16 or similar force-transmitting member 
and a pressure-insulating element such as a housing 12 surrounding the shaft or 
similar, characterized In that areas which lie next to one another In the direction of the 
axis are defined between the force-transmitting member and the pressure-Insulating 
element by means of sealing elements, wherein at least one of the sealing elements is 
designed to be leakage-free and two areas for fluids having different pressures flank an 
area for an auxiliary liquid and the latter area is subdivided by means of a device into 
two partial areas for two different pressure regions. 

Prior Art 

Prior art made of record but not relied upon is considered pertinent to Applicant's 
disclosure and consist of one patent. 

KovaleskI et al. (6,132,168) is cited to show a device for guiding at least two flow 
media having different pressures, comprising a shaft or similar force-transmitting 
member and a pressure-insulating element such as a housing surrounding the shaft or 
similar, characterized in that areas which lie next to one another in the direction of the 
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axis are defined between tine force-transmitting member and the pressure-insulating 
element by means of sealing elements, wherein at least one of the sealing elements is 
designed to be leakage-free and two areas for fluids having different pressures flank an 
area for an auxiliary liquid and the latter area is subdivided by means of a device into 
two partial areas for two different pressure regions. 

Contact information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Kershteyn whose telephone number Is 
(571)272-4817. The examiner can be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Look, can be reached on (571)272-4820. The fax number is 571- 
273-8300. 

Any Inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 

(703) 308 0861 . 

/Igor Kershteyn/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3745 



